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IV. A Letter from the late }Ar. Edward Lhwyd, 
peeper of the Adimoleaa Mufeam in Oxford, 
tv "Dr. Tancred Robinfon, F. R. S. containing 
fever d -ObferVatfans in Natural Hiftory, made in 
Us Travels thro 7 Wales. 

Swanfey, Glamorgan/hire, Sept* \$*i6$6+ 
Honoured Sir, 

AT Snowdon Hills wc met with little or nothing ad- 
ditional to what is in Mr. Rafs Sjnopjts $ only the 
little Bulb I found plentifully in flower 5 and in one of 
the Lskes I gather'd a fmall Plant, which I fufpeft to 
be undefcrib'd. I have given Orders to watch the 
SuktUria $ but the Lake where it grows is fo high* that 
Men have feldom occafion to come near it, fo that I 
have but (lender hopes of any account of its flowering* 
I fcnt Roots of what rare Plants I met with, to the 
Duke of Beajtfort's, my Lord of London's, and the Pby- 
iick Garden at Oxford 5 and planted many of them at 
the Biftiop of Bangor J % Garden, which is about 7 Miles 
from thefe Mountains. I have dried feveral Paterns of 
rnoft of them 5 as alfo of fuch Plants as our Sea Coaffe 
afford, which are confiderable for Number 5 araongft 
which I think J have two or three undefcrib'd. 

I fearched diligently in thefe Mountains for Figured 
Stones } but met with none at all, except cubical Mar- 
chafites, and Cryftals, whereof I found one about 9 
Inches long, and thicker than my Wrift, tranfparent as 
Glafs for the better half, but opaque towards the Root 
like white Marble. Some fmall ones I met with of the 
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^olbur of a Topaze $ and was informed of others^urely 
Amethyftine, found in the Valley of Nant Phrariicon. 
I find our Anceftors (for want of more precious Stones) 
made themfelves Beads of opaque, or Marble Cryftai? 
for I have one given me, cut like a Lottery-ball, and 
perforated ; found not long finoe in Memmydhpwe^ I 
defire to know whether you are fatisfyM, that thofe 
tranfparent Stones figured by Dr. Plot, and by Dr. Lifter. 
£Pbil. Tranlaft. N 9 . 20 1>] by the name of OmbrU, &c. 
are fo formM naturally. One of them was lately given 
me ((et in Copper with a little Handle to it) ; by the 
name olTtis Owen Kj/veiliog, i.e. Owen of -Kjveiliog J s 
Jewels fo cali'd, becaufe found in an old Crig or Barrow^ 
near the Place where he lived; 

Sir WiUUm Williams hath feverai Weljh MSS, (tho* I 
think no Di&ionary) that would be of ufeto me 5 but 
his Son tells-me, he's refolv'd never to lend any.- They 
are chiefly Modern Copies out of Hengmt Study in 
Meirlonjdhjhire^ which I am promisM free Accefs to ^ 
and have this time taken a Catalogue of alt the ancient 
IvlSS. it contains. There are the Works of Tdhfyn % 
Aneuryn gw&wdy&h, Myrdhyn akMoYwyn, and Kj/godia 
Elaeth, who lived in the $th and 6th Centuries (but the 
fmali MS, containing them all feems to have been co- 
pied about 500 Years ago) as alfo of feverai others va- 
luable in their kind. I.muft intrea&you todbeft me, 
if you can v how to procure. the ufe of the Comift MSS. 
you mention at Mr. Afftijjeh. I have been told one Mr 
Keygwyv, who died of late Years m Cornwall left a foi t 
ot Di&ionary of the Language : Perhaps Mc Meyle, or 
fome other of your Acquaintance in that Country, can 
tell us whether it be true, or a miftake. 

We have neither the Ibex nov Rtipicapr a in Wales^ 
nor any other Goat but the Common. In our Language. 
the Park Deer is callM Geivr Danas : The former Word 
%nifks Goats^ bat whether the latter implies Dmi 
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fa* if Deer had come from Denmark) or '(bine what elfe, 
we know not. 

The Grey Game (thoM have not heard of the name) 
feerns to be the Female of the Black 5 which we call 
Grfg-ieir, i.e. Gal\in& erieetorum. The Red Game we 
call ieir y mynydh^ i.e+Gallin&U 'Montana $ becaufe in 
our Country they keep to the higbeft Hills, or Alps, 
£in Welfh banneuj] efpecially if heathy. 

There came this laft May mt&Gardiganflire two ftrange 
Birds (as I guefs by the Defcription given them) of the 
Aquatic filliped Tribe. They fay they were almoft two 
Yards tall, and of a whitifh colour, with the Tips of their 
Wings dark. I took Vm to be fame fort of Exotic 
Crane $ which, whether they portend a Common* 
Wealth or not, I leave to their Interpretation who regard 
f)mens+ 

This time two Years, there came a Flock of Birds 
£about a Hundred^ to a Hemp-yard, at a place called 
Lhan Dhewi Vetfrey in Pembroke/hire 5 and in one After- 
noon deftroyed all the Hempieed. Th y defcribed the 
♦Cooks to be ail over red as Scarkt 5 the Hens greenifti 
above, and red underneath 5 about as big, or little hfs 
than Blackbirds > with Bills more ftubbed and bigger 
than that of a Bull-finch. I fufpeft thefe to have bQm 
Virginia Nightingak ■■• otherwife, I know not what to 
make of them. 

Our Lakes (tho y they are very numerous) afford no 
Fifti that I can hear of> befides Trout and Eel, and Tor- 
goch and Gwiniad, i. e. Shelky and Charre. A Fiftiermaa 
protefted to me, that in a Lake called Lhyn y Cwn near 
Lhan Berys, he had feveral times catch'd Monocular 
Trouts, the Heads whereof were always fbmewhat di- 
ftorted or contracted awry. They farther afTured me, 
that the two higheft Lakes of Snowdon (Phynnan Vrhh 
and Vhynmn las) afford no Fifh at all 5 and that the 
Troutsof the oth&r Lakes differ much in colour : But 
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thefe things muft, and (hall (God willing) be better 
inquired into. 

Next Summer come Tweivemouth, I intend to try 
the Barometer and Thermometer on the Top of Snow 
don and Cader Idris, and to take their perpendicular 
Height, and do any thing elfe that you (hall advife, 
which may be done conveniently. 

There is noBrimftone or Pumice-ftones on the Tops 
of our -Mountains, nor any thing elfe that I fufped to 
have been the Effects of Vulcano's. What feemed to 
me moft ftrange, were wafte confus'd Stones, and (to 
appearance) fragments of Rocks, ftanding on the Surface 
of the Earth, not only in wide Plains, but on the Sum- 
mits alfo of the higheft Mountains. 

I have never feen any Lake or Spring on the Summit 
of a Hill. There are indeed on the tops of fome Hills, 
where flood anciently Caftles or Forts, certain Wells 
called in Welm Pydew 3 a Word of the fame Significa- 
tion as well as Sound with the Latin Puteas .* But no 
Water runs out of thefe 5 and feveral of them I found 
quite dry. I am, 

Sir, 
Tour mofi obliged humble Servant, 



E. LHWYD. 
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